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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

ISAIAH WASHINGTON JOINS OTHER CELEBRITIES FOR  

SAINT JOHNÕS SANTA MONICA 5000 

Professional athletes compete for share of $5000 prize purse 

 

SANTA MONICA, CA (October 3, 2006)   Generic Events has announced that actor 

Isaiah Washington, who plays Dr. Preston Burke on ABC's "Grey's Anatomy," will be 

firing the starting gun at the inaugural Saint John’s Santa Monica 5000 on October 22, 

2006.  Washington, who was acknowledged with an NAACP image award last February 

for Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series, joins Univision KMEX 34 Entertainment 

Reporter Cecilia Bogran, Actress Lisa Arturo from “American Pie 2” and “Jackass 2,” 

Alex Bell and Kim Powers from “Survivor,” and 2005 Miss Massachusetts Cristina 

Nardozzi.  “We’re thrilled that Isaiah and so many wonderful celebrities have decided to 

join us in our inaugural year to help support Saint John’s Health Center,” said Event 

Director Brennan Lindner.   

 

The race will also feature a “Media Mile,” in which several of L.A.’s prominent reporters 

and photographers will have an opportunity to compete against each other in a friendly 

one-mile competition.  For more information, visit www.santamonica5000.com/media.    

 

Coach Pat Connelly, who has coached over 27,000 runners over the past 16 years and 

will be competing in his 50
th
 marathon at the Marine Corps Marathon in October, will 

also be inspiring runners throughout race week.  Starting on Tuesday, October 17
th

 the 

Coach of the L.A. Roadrunners will be running at the final training run at Rusty’s Surf 

Ranch on the Santa Monica Pier.  On Saturday, the 21
st
 he’ll be speaking about “Getting 

the Most out of Your Race” during packet pickup at the New Balance store in Santa 



Monica.  And on race day, runners will be treated to a pre-race stretch and traditional 

“Fire It Up” by the legendary coach.   

 

This scenic 5k and 10k race starts and finishes near the world-famous Santa Monica Pier 

and features great ocean views and a post-event Party on the Pier.  The Party will feature 

several live bands including Los Angeles-based “Kelly’s Lot,” “New Maximum 

Donkey,” “Seeking Zenith,” and “For Pete’s Sake.” Participants can also look forward to 

a pancake breakfast served by “Survivor’s” Kim Powers, gait analysis performed by 

Coach Pat Connelly and activities for children including balloon animals, face painting, 

and a magician who works with live animals. In addition, all rides on the Santa Monica 

Pier will be open on race morning.   

 

Race funds will help Saint John’s Health Center build its replacement hospital, which 

will include a new Emergency Department. With 30,000 patient visits each year, the 

Saint John's 24-hour Emergency Department provides life saving services to the 

community each and every day. It also features a Fast Track program to provide care for 

life’s minor bumps and bruises. “Saint John’s has served the people of Santa Monica and 

neighboring communities for over 60 years.  We are pleased to be the beneficiary of such 

a wonderful health and fitness event right here in our own community,” said Robert O. 

Klein, Saint John’s Vice President of Foundation and Health Center Relations. 

 

About Generic Events 

The Saint John’s Santa Monica 5000 is managed and promoted by Generic Events, whose 

mission is to build community and provide athletic challenges for all ranges of physical 

ability.  Founded by three ambitious athletes, Generic Events also produces the popular 

Playa del Run series, in addition to the XTERRA Scramble SoCal Series, the C5k 

Run/Walk and will introduce the Bali International Triathlon at Jimbaran Bay in 2007. 

 

About Saint John’s Health Center 

Saint John’s Health Center provides exceptional care to families from over 41 zip codes 

in Santa Monica and throughout greater Los Angeles. It is the hospital of choice for 

physicians with national reputations in cancer, orthopedics, cardiac care emergency care 

and women’s health services.  Saint John’s nurses are renowned for their skill and 

compassion at the bedside, and Flora L. Thornton Community Health Education 
Program at Saint John’s provides seminars and workshops on health and wellness.  For 

more information visit the web site at www.stjohns.org.   
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